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the laptop hub 
«the best laptop is the laptop you keep the longest»

Project Background

The Problem
The laptop's total CO₂ emissions are 95 kg CO₂e/ year. 
The grey area represents approximately 85 kg CO₂e/year 
(the lower section), which is about 89.5% of the total 
emissions.

The Solution
It matters to buy the right laptop and prolong it‘s life as long as 
possible 
→ influencing purchase choices and providing a knowledge hub 
for prolonging a devices life can significantly reduce emissions*

….

the laptop hub focuses on promoting 
sustainable laptop purchasing 
practices among students at the 
University of Zurich. Many students 
lack awareness of the environmental 
impact of their digital devices, often 
buying laptops that do not match the 
academic needs of their study 
programs and have to be replaced 
more often. 

Project Setup 

After a preliminary project analysis last Fall Semester 2024, we have decided to build a POC with 5 Study-programs
- Informatics and Software Systems, Economics, Banking & Finance, Communication Sciences, Business Administration
- Alone with these 5 Groups we have between 5’000 and 6’000 Students

Students Recommendation Score: Quantify how likely students are to recommend their current laptop to peers.
Requirement Score: Evaluate how well a laptop meets the technical and practical needs of a student’s study program.
Sustainability Score: Combines repairability (iFixit) with lifecycle impact (EPEAT) and sustainability factors (TCO Certified).

Digital Society Initiative

Fig.3: Recommendations for students for Business Administration
(https://thelaptophub.ch/project/business-administration/)

Fig.2: Starting page of the laptop hub (https://thelaptophub.ch/) 

Next Steps

1. Targeted Promotion Campaign

• Outreach to high schools in Canton Zurich to 
support future UZH students’ laptop decision early;

• Collaborate with UZH social media channels for 
broader visibility;

• Link building from UZH, DSI, VSUZH, Sustainability 
Hub.

2. Scale to all UZH Study Programs

3. Repeat the analysis every one/two years to keep 
updated guidance. 

Project Team

Fig.1: Average annual CO2 emissions per end-user device
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Benjamin A. Hafner
Project Management Coordinator

Dr. Mario Angst
Supervisor of the laptop hub team

• 27,958 students 
• 7  faculties
• 200+ study programs

Big Opportunity

Collecting data from 
students to understand 
purchasing habits and 

sustainability awareness.

Identifying specific 
laptop requirements as 
recommended by the 
study coordination.

Evaluating longevity, 
repairability, and 
environmentally 
friendly laptops.

Based on all the 
information, we built a 

proof of concept in 
FIGMA.

Finding a successor who 
will use and maintain 

the website in the 
future. 

Some Insights from almost 300 Student Replies (50% Bachelor, 55% Male, n = 271)

Scan Me

We tested the POC with 
Students from a High 
School and created a 
functional Website.
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Fig.4: Importance of Attributes in Laptop Purchase Decision Fig.5: Importance Specific Sustainability Features Fig.6: Frequency of Thinking about Climate Change
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