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Project overview [/ Lay summary (for the DSI Website)

The goal of the Data Donation Lab (https://datadonation.uzh.ch/) was to (1) build a platform for interdiscipli-
nary exchange regarding the topic of data donation as a new methodological approach and (2) develop an ap-
plication that can be used by researchers to collect data donations for their research projects.

Since its establishment in July 2021, the Data Donation Lab has organized 9 lab meetings and workshops in-
volving more than 100 researchers from various disciplines. The Data Donation Lab will continue to organize
such events for the Lab community. In 2023, the Data Donation Lab has organized a booth at the Scientifica,
and an international Data Donation Symposium (https://datadonation.uzh.ch/en/symposium-2023/) featuring
17 presentations and 59 registered participants from 12 different countries. Lastly, based on this foundation,
in 2023 the Data Donation Lab has also acquired additional funding to organize the first Data Donation Days in
Switzerland in 2024 (https://datadonation.ch), a series of events targeted at both the public and DIZH re-
searchers to raise awareness of the possibility to donate personal data for research.

Early 2023, the Data Donation Lab introduced the Data Donation Module (DDM), an open-source software for
researchers to collect data donations (https://github.com/uzh/ddm). The lab hosts an instance of this soft-
ware as a free service that is accessible for all UZH members and will continue to do so for the foreseeable fu-
ture. By now, DDM has been successfully used in over 10 projects to collect data donations of different digital
platforms.

Project achievements [/ Milestones
All milestones and goals stated in the initial project application were met.

This includes the development, release and provision of an infrastructure to conduct data donation collec-
tions (Milestones 1-3). We currently host a data donation application that can be used by all researchers affili-
ated with the University of Zurich. We plan to open it to the researchers of all of Zurich’s higher education
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institutions but in this regard there are still some legal uncertainties regarding the use of UZH-server and -da-
tabase capacities for non-UZH-members which has prolonged the goal of opening the infrastructure to all
DIZH institutions.

Regarding Milestone 4, financial support for maintenance and improvement of the infrastructure over the next
two years have been secured.

Furthermore, the organized Lab meetings, workshops, and Data Donation Symposium (Milestone 5) have con-
tributed to establishing a lab community to foster the interdisciplinary exchange regarding the topic of data
donation among researchers, fulfilling the second goal proposed in the application.

Future
The Data Donation Lab will continue its efforts to make the collection of data donation more accessible to re-
searchers within but also beyond the University of Zurich. To do so, the lab...
(a) will keep organizing community meetings and workshops,
(b) will continue hosting an instance of the Data Donation Module that can be used by researchers of the
University of Zurich, and
(c) will further maintain and develop the Data Donation Module.
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